
April 20, 2020 

Dear Students and Parents: 

What a time to be a young artist! We are so happy to welcome to your next great adventure, 
and to congratulate you on your significant accomplishments so far. Given the Governor’s 
closure of SC public schools, our spring orientation has moved online, starting with links to 
materials and video resources you can access throughout the week (and beyond!). We look 
forward to meeting you (virtually) on Saturday, April 25 on the opening Zoom conference that 
morning and in smaller groups or individually in the afternoon.  

Academic orientation has a practical focus: making your course requests for 2020-21. Our IT 
Department will share information with you this week on PowerSchool access. Our Registrar, 
Morgan McConnell, has put together an instructional video on how to log in to the registration 
area and request classes. You can access that video on our orientation website anytime, and 
we encourage you to log on before Saturday so we can walk you through the process and 
troubleshoot any problems that arise. Your arts faculty will complete the registration process 
for your courses in your art discipline at a later date, so we are focusing only on your academic 
course requests right now.  

We recommend requesting classes you would plan to take next year in your current school 
setting. Your transcript can guide your choices, and we have posted two documents on the 
orientation website to help you plan. Our Course Selection Guide gives SC diploma 
requirements, general information on college admissions requirements, and detailed 
descriptions of each of our courses (at all grades, levels, and w/information on any 
prerequisites).  We have also uploaded a four-year graduation plan that includes our course 
offerings, so you can organize your work completed and chart a plan for your remaining time 
with us.  

The Governor’s School provides a rich and challenging curriculum in both arts and academics, 
so it is important to consider how to balance these demands while also adjusting to school life 
in a residential setting. We follow a modified A/B block schedule, so academic classes meet 
for 85 minutes on a rotating schedule for the entire school year.  While our schedule allows 
for up to six blocks for academic classes, students typically take four or five academic classes 
depending upon their graduation needs and college plans. Students wishing to take six 
academic courses must have approval of the Dean. Students are required to take at least two 
academic classes each year in addition to arts and humanities coursework.  We’ll talk on 
Saturday about the key to Govie success: the balancing act of a challenging, but healthy and 
manageable experience in which you stretch but don’t overextend yourself. 



Please complete the online registration by the end of Spring Orientation day on April 25. 
Academic teachers in all subject areas are hosting Zoom conferences that afternoon to answer 
questions you encounter as you register, and you will also be invited to visit Zoom conferences 
hosted by Guidance, the Registrar, IT, and our Academic Assistance Coordinator (who 
coordinates all our students’ 504 and IEP plans).  
 
This week is just the beginning of our work together, so don’t hesitate to reach out via email 
or to set up a phone conference anytime. Once our returning students have registered, we 
will build a master schedule. You will receive your class schedule over the summer. Please 
understand that it might look slightly different from the courses you request right now. Parents 
will be asked to approve any necessary changes, and we can continue to make adjustments 
as necessary during our drop/add period when school starts in August. Thank you again for 
your commitment to the Governor’s School, and we look forward to working and learning with 
you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
  
 
Jennifer Thomas     Deborah Ware 
Dean and VP of Arts and Academics  Director of Guidance 
(864) 282-3731     (864) 282-3726 
jthomas@scgsah.org      deborahware@scgash.org  

mailto:jthomas@scgsah.org
mailto:deborahware@scgash.org


SCGSAH Four-Year Plan 

- If you have questions about a course qualifying for computer science credit, please see the Director of Guidance, Deborah Ware.

- Virtual SC is a free, state-sponsored online program aligned to state standards that are developed and taught by highly qualified, licensed teachers in the South Carolina.

2020-2021 Course Offerings  
All courses are 1 unit unless otherwise noted. 

 Requirement for a SC High School Diploma 

 Offered through Virtual SC
 Offered on an alternating schedule

7th / 8th Grade 

& Summer School 
9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade 

English – 4 Units 
English I Honors 
English II Honors 

English III Honors 
English IV Honors  
AP Language & Composition (11th grade only) 
AP Literature & Composition (12th grade only) 

Mathematics – 4 Units 
Algebra II CP & Honors 
Geometry Honors 
Pre-Calculus CP & Honors 

Probability & Statistics CP 
AP Calculus AB
AP Statistics

Science – 3 Units 
 Biology Honors 
Chemistry CP & Honors 

Environmental Science CP 
Marine Biology Honors 
Physics Honors 
AP Biology (will be offered 2020-2021)
AP Environmental Science

Social Studies – 3 Units 
 Economics Honors (.5 unit) 
Holocaust Seminar Honors 

 U.S. Government Honors & AP (.5 unit) 

 U.S. History Honors or AP 

World Language – 1 Unit 
French II CP, III Honors, IV Honors, & AP 
German II CP & III Honors 
Spanish I CP, II CP, III Honors, IV Honors, & AP 

PE or ROTC – 1 Unit (including Health) 
Physical Education

Computer Science – 1 Unit 
Fundamentals of Computing
Fundamentals of Webpage Design
IT Fundamentals

Electives – 7 Units 
Art History Honors & AP (12th grade only) 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
Students who plan to attend college or other post-secondary schools should consult catalogs of colleges to assure they are choosing the courses that best align 

with their college plans. Typically, colleges expect students to take as many academic courses in English, mathematics, science, and social studies as 
possible. The South Carolina Commission on Higher Education, in partnership with the state’s public colleges and universities, has developed new 
prerequisites for college admission.  
 
These changes are designed to help ensure that students are better able to meet the needs of an increasingly dynamic and complicated society. Entering 
college students must be prepared as never before to undertake rigorous academic coursework at South Carolina’s colleges and universities. 

Requirements for a South Carolina State Diploma (24 Units) 

English – 4 Units 

Mathematics – 4 Units 
 
Science – 3 Units 
Biology (1 unit) and two other sciences 

Social Studies – 3 Units 
U.S. History (1 unit), U.S. Government (.5 unit), Economics (.5 unit), and another social studies (1 unit) 

World Language – 1 Unit 
 
PE or ROTC (including Health)  – 1 Unit 

Computer Science – 1 Unit  

Electives – 7 Units 

 

General College Admissions Requirements (20 Units) 

English – 4 Units 
Completion of English I, II, III, & IV or AP Lang/Comp & AP Lit/Comp. College Prep will also meet this criterion.  

 
Mathematics – 3 Units 
These include Algebra I (Foundations in Algebra & Intermediate Algebra), Algebra II, & Geometry. A fourth higher-level math course is strongly 
recommended for college admission.  

Laboratory Science – 3 Units 
Two units must be taken from different fields and selected from Biology, Chemistry, or Physics. The third unit can be from the same field as one of the 
first two units or from any laboratory science for which biology and/or chemistry is a prerequisite. Courses in earth science, general physical science, or 
introductory or general environmental science for which biology and/or chemistry is not a prerequisite will not meet this requirement. 

Social Science – 3 Units 
One unit of U.S. History, a half unit in Government and a half unit in Economics are required. World History or another history elective is recommended. 

World Language – 2 Units 
Three units of the same world language are strongly recommended, but only two are required. 

PE or ROTC – 1 Unit 

Electives – 4 Units 
These must be taken from three different fields from Computer Science, English, Fine Arts, Foreign Languages, Humanities, Laboratory Science 
(excluding earth science, physical science, environmental science or other science courses for which biology and/or chemistry is not a prerequisite), 
Mathematics above Algebra II, and Social Science. It is suggested that one unit be in Computer Science which includes programming and one unit in Fine 
Arts (appreciation of, history, or performance). 
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